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Annual Efficiency Statement, 2014/15

Scottish Ministers expect all public bodies to deliver efficiency savings
equal to at least 3% of net expenditure in each year of the current
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Background
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spending review period (ending in 2015/16) and to report publicly on 0131 469
these. Efficiencies are defined as savings where the output, or 3150

outcome, has been maintained with a lower cash-terms level of input
(cashable) or where a greater output, or outcome, is achieved without a
corresponding increase in inputs (non-cashable). COSLA collates the
statements on behalf of all of its member authorities and reports these

to the Deputy First Minister.

The Council’s Efficiency Statement for 2014/15 was submitted to
COSLA in late August and set out total efficiencies to a value of £32.2m,
including significant savings across the areas of procurement and asset
management, as well as additional income through increasing the five-
year Council Tax collection rate. The statement also captured savings
delivered through the Council’'s Looked-After Children transformation
plan, where a shift in the balance of care towards more preventative
services aims to provide both financial savings and better outcomes for
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children. The total savings identified met the 3% target and now mean
that £242m of efficiencies have been reported since 2006/07.
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